
 

Ki ng Ja mes I - James I had been Ja mes VI of Scotl and bef ore he succeeded to the Engli sh throne i n 1603. I n f ocusi ng on 
Mac bet h, a fi gure from Scottish hi story, Shakespeare pai d ho mage to hi s ki ng’s Scotti sh li neage. Addi ti onall y, the 
wi tches’ prophecy that Banquo will found a li ne of ki ngs i s a cl ear nod to Ja mes’ famil y’ s cl ai m to have descended from 
the hi stori cal Banquo.  
Wi tchcraft and Dae monol ogi e - Ki ng Ja mes was convi nced that a group of wi tches were pl otti ng to bri ng about hi s 
deat h and pl ayed an acti ve role i n the Nort h Ber wi ck wi tch tri al s. He l ater publi shed Daemonol ogi e i n 1597. Charges of 
wi tchcraft conti nued i n Great Bri tai n, wi th Scotl and i n parti cul ar experi enci ng a number of wi tch hunt crazes 
throughout the 17t h cent ury.  

Engli sh Literat ure 

Macbet h 

 

Mac bet h: a mbi ti ous, courageous, 
decei tf ul, i mpul si ve, ruthl ess, 
treasonous, tyranni cal, zeal ous 
Lady Macbet h: cunni ng, domi nant, 
e mascul ati ng, mal evol ent, muti nous, 
powerf ul, sche mi ng, vul nerabl e 
Banquo: devot ed, i ntui ti ve, l oyal, 
trust wort hy, virtuous 
Duncan: benevol ent, faithf ul, honest, 
naï ve, si ncere 
Mac duff: devout, fervent, heroi c, 
mercil ess, patri oti c, unwavering 
Wi tches: corrupt, i gnobl e, 
mani pul ati ve, si ni ster, subversi ve 
The audi ence feel … 
Ast oni shed  
Be wi l dered 
Di sgusted 
Di squi eted 
Di stressed 
Nonpl ussed 
Pert ur bed 
Scandali sed 
Sur pri sed  
Unnerved 
Unsettl ed 

 

Act 1 

Mac bet h and Banquo meet wi tches, previ ous Cawdor executed, Lady M reads 
l etter then mani pul ates husband, Duncan arri ves 

Act 2  
Mac bet h cont e mpl ates mur der, sees dagger, Kills Duncan, Mal col m fl ees, 
Mac bet h crowned.  
Act 3 

Banquo suspects Macbet h, Banquo mur dered but Fl eance escapes, Banquo’ s 
ghost appears at banquet  

Act 4 

Mac bet h goes back to wi tches, Macduff’s famil y mur dered whi l e Macduff is i n 
Engl and, Mal col m tests Macduff’s l oyal ty 

Act 5 

Lady M sl eepwal ks then commi ts sui ci de, Macbet h prepares f or battl e, 
Mac duff kills Macbet h, Mal colm beco mes ki ng 

Wi tches: Fai r is foul and f oul is fair (1. 1)  
Mac bet h: Stars, hi de your fires/Let not li ght see my bl ack and deep desi res 
(1. 4)  
Lady Macbet h: Unsex me here ( 1. 5) 
Mac bet h: Is thi s a dagger whi ch I see bef ore me? ( 2. 1) 
Lady Macbet h: My hands are of your col our but I sha me to wear a heart so 
whi te (2. 2) 

Mac bet h: Full of scor pi ons i s my mi nd dear wi f e (3. 2) 
Mac bet h: Be i nnocent of the knowl edge, dearest chuck (3.2)  
Bl ood will have bl ood ( 3. 4) 
Wi tch: By the pri cki ng of my thu mbs/somet hi ng wi cked thi s way comes ( 4. 1)  

Mal col m: Thi s tyrant whose sol e na me bli sters our tongue was once thought 
honest (4. 3)  
Lady Macbet h: All the perf umes of Arabi a will not s weet en thi s littl e hand 
(5. 1) 
Mac bet h: Life’ s but a wal ki ng shadow ( 5. 5) 
Mac bet h: I bear a char med life ( 5. 8) 

 

Motifs 
Bl ood 
Sl eep and drea ms  
Li ght and dark 
Nat ure 

 

Dr a mati c devi ces 

Solil oquy – One character speaki ng to the audi ence 
Dr a mati c irony – Audi ence knows mor e than characters  
Ha marti a – Fatal fl aw whi ch leads to tragi c her o’ s downf all 
Hubri s – Excessi ve pri de 
Peri petei a – Sudden reversal of f ortune 

 

                                        Themes 

Fate and free will – ‘If chance will have me ki ng, why chance  
may crown me’ 
Ambi ti on – ’ vaul ti ng a mbi ti on’  
Appear ance and reality – ’l ook li ke th’ i nnocent fl ower, but  
be the serpent under’t’ 
Super nat ural – ‘ doubl e doubl e toil and troubl e’ 

 


