
 

Land in the UK is used for many different purposes. 
How land is used depends on the location, the needs 
of people, and the environment. Here are the main 
ways land is used in the UK: 

Farming and Food Production 

A large part of the UK’s land is used for farming. 

Farmers grow crops like wheat, barley, and 

vegetables, as well as raise animals such as sheep, 

cows, and pigs. In flat, lowland areas, there is more 

arable farming (growing crops), while in hilly or upland 

areas, farmers often focus on livestock because the 

land is less suitable for crops. Farming provides food 

for the UK and supports the economy. 

Housing and Development 

As the population grows, more land is used for 

building houses, schools, hospitals, and roads. Cities 

and towns are expanding into the countryside, which 

means some farmland is being used for new 

developments.  

Industry and Energy 

Some land is used for factories and industrial sites, 

where goods are made. There is also land used for 

producing energy, such as wind farms, solar panels, 

and oil and gas extraction.  

Forests and Woodlands 

Around 13% of the UK is covered by forests and 

woodlands.  

Recreation and Tourism 

Land in the UK is also used for leisure and tourism. 

National Parks, like the Lake District and the Peak 

District, attract millions of visitors each year 

Conservation and Wildlife 

Some areas of land are protected to conserve wildlife 
and natural habitats. These include nature reserves, 
wetlands, and Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSIs). Conservation helps protect rare plants and 
animals and keeps ecosystems healthy. 
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What is the importance of Soil? 
  

Growing Healthy Food: Soil provides 
plants with nutrients, water, and 
support. By understanding the 
different types of soil, how they retain 
water, and which nutrients they have, 
we can help farmers grow better 
crops. Healthy soil means plants can 
grow strong and healthy, leading to 
better food for people around the 
world. 

 
Protecting the Environment: Soil is an 
essential part of our ecosystems. 
When soil gets damaged, like through 
erosion (when wind or water washes it 
away) or pollution, it can hurt plants, 
animals, and the environment. 
Understanding soil helps us take care 
of it so it stays healthy and supports 
wildlife. It also helps prevent problems 
like landslides and floods. 

 
Combatting Climate Change: Soil 
plays a big role in storing carbon. 
Plants absorb carbon dioxide from the 
air, and when they die, some of that 
carbon gets stored in the soil. Healthy 
soil can hold a lot of carbon, helping 
to reduce the amount of CO2 in the 
atmosphere. Understanding soil helps 
us find ways to use it to fight climate 
change and keep the Earth cooler. 

 
 


